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Preface
ASP.NET Web API is a light-weight, web-based architecture that you can use to build
web services that use HTTP as the protocol. This book is a clear and concise guide to
the ASP.NET Web API Framework, with plenty code examples. It explores ways to
consume Web API services using ASP.NET 4.5, ASP.NET MVC 4, WPF, and
Silverlight clients.
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What this book covers
Chapter 1, Understanding Representational State Transfer Services, provides an
introduction to the concept of REST and its related terminologies.
Chapter 2, Understanding Resource and Service Oriented Architectures, explores
Resource Oriented Architectures and discusses the differences between ROA and
SOA.
Chapter 3, Working with Restful Services, discusses the basics of implementing
RESTful services in .NET and the necessary tips and techniques.
Chapter 4, Consuming Restful Services, discusses how RESTful services can be
consumed. It also discusses the guidelines and best practices involved.
Chapter 5, Working with ASP.NET 4.5, discusses how we can work with ASP.NET 4.5
and the Web API.
Chapter 6, Working with Restful Data Using Silverlight, discusses how we can work
with RESTful services with Silverlight client.
Chapter 7, Advanced Features, discusses some advanced concepts in the Web API and
the best practices to be followed when using WCF and ASP.NET Web API.
Appendix, Library References, discusses the popular REST-based Service Frameworks
and APIs, how we can get started using Visual Studio 2013 IDE, and contains a
reference to the Web API class library.
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What you need for this book
Visual Studio 2013
SQL Server 2008 R2 / SQL Server 2012
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Who this book is for
This book is for professionals who would like to build scalable REST-based services
using the .NET 4.5 Framework by leveraging the features and benefits of the Web API
Framework.
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Conventions
In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish among different
kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an explanation of
their meaning.
Code words in text, database table names, folder names, filenames, file extensions,
pathnames, dummy URLs, user input, and Twitter handles are shown as follows: "The
Body section of the SOAP request contains the actual XML request object that is sent."
A block of code is set as follows:
<SOAP: Envelope>
<SOAP: Header>
</SOAP: Header>
<SOAP: Body>
</SOAP: Body>
</SOAP: Envelope>

New terms and important words are shown in bold. Words that you see on the
screen, in menus, or dialog boxes for example, appear in the text like this: "Click on
the Restart Now button to restart your system and complete the installation of Visual
Studio 2013."

Note
Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.

Tip
Tips and tricks appear like this.
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